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Good Afternoon. This is Doug Reisig, Superintendent of Hellgate Elementary 

 

I have something I need to share with you. 

 

Just to “keep you in the loop”, the school district is diligently working through the list of parents to 

contact in order to get an idea of who might have an interest in the distance learning option and/or the in-

person learning option for the beginning of the school year. With over 1,500 children enrolled for next 

fall, the process is taking some time. So, please be patient with us. As soon as I can be reasonably assured 

that most, if not all, parents have been contacted, I will mail the follow up letter to parents who indicated 

an initial interest in the distance learning option. Remember, should you sign the follow-up letter and 

return it to the school district, your signature indicates that you and your child, for the first nine weeks of 

the school year, have chosen the distance learning model.  

 

Just as an aside, there have been concerns from parents who are trying to make a decision on the distance 

learning option because they do not want their child having to sit in front of a technology tablet/laptop for 

5 hours per day. Neither do I.  That is why all of our teachers will follow a daily instructional model that 

involves framing a lesson, previewing a lesson, modeling a lesson, providing guided practice on the 

lesson, providing an opportunity for the student to do independent work on the lesson, checking for 

student understanding, error correcting, and finally, progress monitoring either in an informal setting or a 

formal assessment setting. Only some of those steps are going to involve a student having to be in front of 

the iPad and/or Chrome book. The other aspects of the daily instructional lesson progression will provide 

opportunities for the student to get away from the technology device, do his/her lesson assignment, and 

possibly move around the house for some exercise and/or refocus opportunity. Now, the student can’t be 

too far away from the technology device but he/she can get away from time-to-time. 

 

On a different note, I am meeting with school personnel to finalize plans on how to get masks distributed 

to every student regardless of whether they are in-person or distance learning students; how to get iPads 

and Chrome books to every student; and, how to get textbooks and consumable classroom materials to 

those students selecting in the distance learning program. When those plans are finalized, I will get that 

information out to you.  

 

As always, as things continue to change, I will work to keep you as informed as possible. 

 

Stay safe and healthy! 


